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TO:

FROFI  :

RE :

May  6 ,  L985

Coa I  F i l e ,  Lnspec t i on  ano  f n fo r cemen t  Fo lde r

Dav id  Lo f  ,  M in ing  F ie td  Spec ia l i s t  J t )
L--

Cg-Op  M in ing  Company ,  Bea r  Canyon  M ine ,  ACT /015 /025 ,  Fo lde r
/ / 7 ,  Emery  Coun ty ,  U tah

A par t ia i  inspec t ion  was conc juc tec i  a t  the  above ment ioned mine on
Apx i l  i 9 ,  1985 .

Groundr {a te r  Mon i tox ing  Dr i l l i ng  S i te  Revege ta t ion

Las t  faL l  the  opexa to r  conduc ted  some dr iL l i ng  fo r  the i r  g roundwate r
mon i to r ing  p rogram.  One o f  the  s i tes  was  jus t  v {es t  sou thwes t  o f  the
shop  in  a  p rev iousLy  und is tu rbed  a rea .  The  opera to r  c i i d  no t  ge t  the
s i te  reseeded  las t  fa I l  and  commi t ted  to  comp le t ing  the  seed ing  th is
spr ing .  A t  the  t ime o f  my  inspec t ion  I  found  the  opera to r  had
comple ted  the  seed ing  and  mu lch ing  o f  th i s  s i te .

Upper  S to rage  Pad ,  NoV NB5-4-3 -2 ,  # l  o f  2

0n February  25 ,  1985 the  above ment ioned v io la t ion  was issued fo r
the  opera to rs  conduc t ing  unc ie rg round  coa l  m in ing  ac t i v i tes  on  the
upper  s to rage  pac j  v { i thou t  D j . v i s ion  approva l .  The  opera to r  was
requ i reo  to  remove  a l l  mate r iaLs  f rom the  a rea  by  Maxch  12 ,  1985  and
to  no t  use  the  axea  un t i l  approved  by  the  D iv i s ion .  The  a6a tement
dead l ine  fo r  the  v io ta t ion  was  la te r  ex tended  un t i l  Apr i l  4 ,  1985 .

At  the  t lme o f  th is  inspec t ion  I  found tha t  the  oDera tor  had removed
a l l  mate r ia l s  f rom the  upper  s to rage  pad  excep t  some c inder  b locks .
Mr .  Coonrod  sa id  tha t  they  were  go ing  to  use  the  b l -ock  to  bu iLd  a
heaorya l i .  fo r  the  und is tu rbed  d ive rs ion  l |h i ch  convevs  runo f f  under
the  pad .

Substa t ion  A iea

I t  appeared  tha t  the  opera tox  had  comple ted  the  g rad ing  o f  the  a rea
where  rya te r  had  been  pond ing  be tween the  upper  s to rage  pad  and  the
subs ta t ion .  Hov lever ,  the re  yas  s t i l l  wa te r  pond ing  a long  s ide  and
on  the  road .  I t  appeared  tha t  the  opera to r rs  g rad ing  had  done  very
l i t t l e  o ther  than  spread ing  ou t  the  wa te r  so  tha t  i t  was  no t  one  b ig
pu0d le .

H iawa tha  Seam Po r ta i NOv NB5 -4 -8 -2 tt I  of 2

Th is  v io l .a t ion  was issued on  March  L2 ,  I9g5 fo r  the  deve l ,opment  o f  a
new pad  fo r  access  to  the  H iawatha  seam.  The  opera to r  was  requ i red
to  cease  a l l  ac t i v i t i es  on  the  new pad  and  s lopes  a f fec ted  by  the
pad  deve lopment  immed ia te ly .  In  add i t i on ,  the  opera to r  was  requ i red
to  submi t  comp le te  p lans  to  the  D iv i s ion  fo r  the  approva l  o f  the  pad
deve lopment  by  March  27 ,  I9B5  a t  5 :00  p .m.
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0n  Apr i l  L ,  I985 ,  the  D iv i s ion  rece ived  r rp lans t t  fo r  the  opera to r rs
p loposed  deve lopment  o f  the  H iawatha  seam pad .  These  p lans  p roposed
the  deve lopment  o f  the  pac i  and  por ta l ,  as  a  conveyor  por ta l  fo r  the
H iawatha  seam.  The  p lans  inc luded  a  conveyor  coming  f rom the
por ta l ,  a  t l , Jo  hundxed  ton  b in  w i th  feeder ,  and  a  conveyor  f rom the
b in  c jown to  the i r  t i pp le .  Wh i le  d iscuss ing  th is  w i th  Mr .  coonxodr  I
i n fo tmed h im tha t  the  D iv i s ion  was  in  the  p rocess  o f  rev iew ing  the
p lans .  I  to lc i  h im tha t  v re  a re  no t  go ing  to  approve pLans fo r
fu r ther  deve lopment  o f  the  por ta l  bu t  s imp ly  p lans  fo r  s tab i l i za t ion
o f  the  pad  i t se l f .

I t  d io  no t  appear  tha t  there  had been any  add i t iona l  work  on  the
Hiauatha  seam pad s ince  the  issuance o f  the  NOV.  Houever ,  there  t {as
an  e lec t r i ca l  cab le  go ing  up  to  and  in to  the  por ta l .

M ine  l la te r  D ischarge,  NOV NB5-4- I t -L

A t  the  t ime o f  th i s  inspec t ion  the re  was  mine  wate r  d ischarg ing  f rom
the  meta l  p ipe  ac i jacen t  t c r  the  d is tu rbed  a rea  downspou t  fo r  the
por taJ .  pad .  Accord ing  to  Mr .  Coonrod ,  th i s  t ras  g rav i t y  fLow f rom
the  mine  sump.  The  amount  o f  wa te r  be ing  d ischarged  was
aPprox imateJ -y  .15 -25  ga l l -ons  per  m inu te .  The  wate r  v ias  be ing
o lscnargeo  on to  some conveyor  be l t i ng  wh ich  conveyed  i t  down to  the
H iawatha  seam pad .  The  wate r  was  then  f low ing  down the  f i I I  s lope
g I  thg  new pad  caus ing  excess ive  e ros ion  on  the  s1ope .  The  wate r
then  fo l lowed the  ex is t ing  d is tu rbed  a rea  runo f f  f tbw pa th  to  the
sed iment  pond .  I  asked  Mr .  Coonrod  i f  they  had  approva l  to
d ischarge mine  water  to  the  sed iment  pond ind  he  i i rO ica tec i  tha t  they
d ic j  no t .  t secause the  opera tor  d id  no i  have approva l -  to  d ischarge
mine  wate r  and  a  concern  fo r  the  sed iment  ponds  ab i l i t y  to  hand le
aoo i t i ona l  i n f l -ow.  No t i ce  o f  V io la t ion  Ngb-4 -1 r -1  yas -  i ssued ,  i t
reads  as  fo l l ows :

Natu re  o f  t he  V lo l a t l on

Fa i l u re  t o  m ine  i n  acco rdance  w i t h  an  app roved  i n te r im  pe rm i t

P rov i s i on  o f  t he  Regu la t i ons ,  Ac t  o r  pe rm i t  v i o l a ted

UcA 40-Lo-zz  ( t )  (c )
UMC 77L .L9

Po r t i on  o f  t he  0pe ra t i on  t s  wh i ch  No t i ce  App l i es

D i scha rge  o f  m ine  wa te r  t o  t he  sed imen t  pond .

Remeq ia l  Ac  t i on  Requ i red

A .  S top  d i scha rg ing  wa te r  f r om the  m ine

B .  Submi t  comp le te  p l ans  t o  t he  D i v i s i on  f o r  t he  pe rm i t t i ng  o f
d i scha rge  o f  wa te r  f r om the  m ine  t o  t he  su r f ace .
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T ime fo r  Aoa tement

A .  Immed ia te ly

B .  May  8 ,  L985

The NOV was  i ssuec j  f rom the  D iv is ion  o f f i ce  on  Apr i ]  27 ,  1985 .

Por taL  Pad  D is tu rbed  Area  Runof f  Downspou t

The  opera to r  has  ins ta l led  a  ne t r  downspou t  in le t  fox  the  d is tu rbed
are  runo f f  f rom the  por ta l  pad .  Hov{ever ,  runo f f  was  bypass ing  the
cu lve r t  i n le t  and  seep ing  th rough  the  berm p ip ing  a long  the
cu ive r t .  I  po in ted  th is  ou t  to  Mx .  Coonrod  and  he  to ld  me tha t  they
were  p lann ing  on  cement ing  in  the  in1e t .

Sed iment  Pond

The wate r  leve l  i n  the  sed iment  oond  was  c lose  to  the  c res t  o f  the
pr inc ipa l  sp i l Iway .

Fug i t i ve  Dus t  Con t ro l  on  the  CLass  l  Road

Dus t  on  the  road  v {as  adequa te ly  con t ro l led  a t  the  t ime o f  th i s
inspec t ion .  Th is  was  p r imar i l y  due  to  p rec ip i ta t ion  rece ived  on  the
c iay  o f  the  inspec t ion .

tsu f fe r  Zone S igns

I  asked  Mr .  Coonxod  i f  he  had  o rdered  bu f fe r  zone  s igns  to  p lace
a long  t lea r  Creek .  He  sa id  tha t  he  had  no t  and  tha t  fo rmer  D iv i s ion
Permi t  Superv iso r  Mary  t soucek  to ld  h im tha t  they  were  no t
necessary .  I  then  to ld  h im tha t  no  mat te r  wha t  he  was  to ld  tha t  the
regu la t ions  requ i re  tha t  bu f fe r  zone  s igns  be  p rov ided .  He  then
asked  fo r  a  le t te r  f rom the  D iv is ion  d i rec t ing  h im to  do  so .  I
i n fo rmed h im tha t  i t  was  a  requ i rement  o f  the  regu la t ions  to  p rov ide
bu f fe r  zone  s lgns  and  tha t  i t  was  no t  necessary  fo r  the  D iv i s ion  to
senc i  h im a  Le t te r  d i rec t ing  h im to  comply  w i th  regu la t lons .

cc :  Donna  Gr i f f l n ,  oSM
Mef  Coonrod,  Co-0p Min ing  Company
Joe  He l f r i ch ,  DocM
John V ih i tehead,  DocM

Sta t i s t i cs :  See  So ld ie r  Creek  Coa l  Company ,  So fd ie r  Canyon  Mine
memo da ted  May  5 ,  1985
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